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An ADDRESS 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Con- 
ſideration of the Nobility and 
Gentry, by 


Doctor Armſtrong. 


\HIRTEEN Years ago I ſet on 
foot the DispENSAR V for the Infant 
Poor. T During the firſt three Years 
the Expence fell almoſt entirely on 
my Self. 


in 1772, the Charity was put upon a pub- 
lic Eſtabliſhment, and tor a Year or two after, 
it went on ſucceſsfully, and mer with general 
Approbation, which induced me to lay it open 
to all who came, vainly imagining, that the 
more Objects that were relieved by it, the 
more the Plan would be encouraged by the 
Public.----In Conſequence of this, the Number 
of Patients ſoon encreaſed to more than One 
Hundred on ſome Diſpenſary Days.---* A very 
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* While the Diſpenſary was thus kept open, the Number of Children annu- 
nually relieved, by it, amounted to Four Thouſand Four Hundred and upwards, 
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great additional Expence was thereby incurred, 
and ] flattered myſelf with the Hopes that the 
Contributions would have encreaſed in Propor- 
tion; but I was unfortunately difſappointed.--- 
This extraordinary Expence was too long con- 
tinued for my Circumſtances to bear, and has 
been the ſole Cauſe of the preſent Embarraſs- 
ment of my Afﬀairs.---The Truth of this Aſ— 
ſertion evidently appears on examining the 
Diſpenſary Books; for on adjuſting the Ac- 
counts of the Charity by the Secretary, there 
is a Ballance due to me of a conſiderably larger 
Sum than all my Debts amount to: An unex- 
pected Incident this, after thirteen Years aſſi- 
duous Labour in attending the Children of the 
induſtrious Poor, whereby upwards of Thirty- 
ſix Thouſand of them have been relieved. 


A miſtaken Zeal for the ſupport of this Cha- 
rity has incautioutly involved me in a Debt of 
about 1060 /. which at the advanced Age of 
68 Years, has forced me to take Refuge in 
the Verge of the Fleet; and a paralytic Diſ— 
order, brought on through the Hardſhips and 
Anxiety of Mind I have endured by this Re- 
verſe of Fortune, muſt ſoon terminate my un- 
happy Life, unleſs I can procure timely Relief 
and the Liberty of breathing a more whole- 
ſome Air. 
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I therefore am reduced to the diſſagreeable 
Neceſſity of ſolliciting ſuch Aſſiſtance as may 
extricate me from my preſent Diſtreſſes, and 
reſcue me from ſo diſmal a Fate. And though 
I make this humble Addreſs with inexpreſlible 
Reluctance, yet I am the more emboldened to 
do it, from a conſiouſneſs that my Misfortunes 
babe not reſulted from any Miſconduct or Ex- 
travagance in my private Life. 


My only remaining Hope now is, that af- 
ter having ſpent a long, induſtrious Lil in en- 
deavouring to alleviate the Diſtreſſeſs of athers, 
it may not be my hard Lot to languiſh out 
my laſt Hours in Miſery and Confinement. 


I am well aſſured that my Creditors are now 
willing to take a moderate Dividend, could it 
be procured, and give me a free Diſcharge; 
but it is not in my Power to make them any 
Offer at preſent, having loſt all I had----Even 
my whole Furniture has been fold by publick 
Auction, to diſcharge ſome Arrears of Rent. 


It is humbly requeſted, that whatever Money is collec- 
ted for this humane Purpoſe, may be paid into the Hands 
of Meſſrs S. Couts and Co. Bankers in the Strand, in the 
Name of Mr. Joſeph Kemp, as a Subſcription towards 
Doctor Armſtrong's Releaſe from his Debt, —The ſaid 
Mr. Kemp having engaged himſelf to apply it ſolely to- 
wards the Payment of my Debts, and obtaining my En- 
largement, by a free Diſcharge from all my Creditors, 


George Ae, 
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